102        COURT   OF  HIS   HIGHNESS

This lady, whose manners are particu-
larly soft and attractive, is not the wife of
the Nuwaub, but, as the mother of his ac-
knowledged heir, meets with great respect
and consideration.

The Beebees are unblessed with off-
spring 5 and a ladye love of the fickle Nu-
waub's, endeavours to enlist his feelings
in favour of a child, whom she desires
should succeed to the Gaddee, to the pre-
judice of Bawamere. The court is thus
torn by intrigues, in which the priesthood
take an active part; fortunately, the Bee-
bees espouse the cause of Ahmed Shah,
and his interest is strengthened by a be-
trothment having taken place between him
and a pretty little maiden, the favourite
niece of the Dosie Beebee.

An incident, peculiarly calculated to in-
terest an imaginative mind, occurred on
this visit. The hour of noontide prayer was
approaching, but all were yet engaged in
their secular affairs. The Rahit Buckte
was eating pan leaves, a never-failing re-
source to a native lady; the Dosie Beebee